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(g) Job/page proofing for electronic printers. 

@ An electronic printer has a scanner for scan- 
ning the document pages of a job and convert- 
ing the document images scanned to pixels, 
and a printer for making prints of the docu- 
ments from the pixels in accordance with job 
programming instructions, the scanner and 
printer operating asynchronously with respect 
to one another. Proofing of one or more pages 
of a job is effected by interrupting the job 
currently being scanned by the scanner to scan 
the proof job while continuing printing of other 
jobs in" the print queue and, when the proof job 
is ready, interrupting the job being printed to 
print the proof job while resuming scanning of 
thejnterrupted job. 
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The invention relates to electronic printers and, 
more particularly, to proofing print jobs which are to be 
run an electronic printer. 

Electronic printers utilize image signals or pixels 
to generate prints. Typically, the printer includes a s 
document scanner which scans the document pages 
that make up the job to be printed and converts the 
document images to pixels. The pixels, which may 
undergo various processing in order to provide the 
print output programmed, are used to modulate the w 
laser beam of a laser printer to provide the number 
and type of prints programmed for the job. 

When processing print jobs of this type, it is often 
desirable to see what the printed output will look like 
prior to running the job. This permits costly mistakes 15 
to be avoided where a proof before the job is run 
would have shown that the prints would be unaccept- 
able. Further, electronic printers typically provide 
means for manipulating the job once the job is scan- 
ned in and is in pixel form. While this manipulation 20 
may take various forms, one desirable job processing 
feature is the ability to edit a job before printing. In this 
context, it would be highly desirable to allow the edited 
job, either during the editing process or following its 
conclusion, to be proofed so that the printed output 25 
that will result can be checked for suitability prior to 
running the job. 

In high speed electronic printers where maintain- 
ing throughput is highly important and often critical, 
making proofs can be a handicap if it results in sub- 30 
stantial lost time while the proofing process is under- 
way. Thus, the ability to make proofs may lose its 
attractiveness if all printing operations must be shut- 
down and the printer devoted exclusively to running 
the proof job. 55 

In the prior art, U.S Patent No 4,740,814 to Fol- 
kins discloses a preview system for a copier in which 
an altered image may be viewed on a video screen 
before a hard copy is made. U.S. Patents Nos. 
4,806,978 to Nakatani et ai and 4,734,789 to Smith et 40 
al disclose electronic editing boards or pads for use 
in editing documents prior to making copies. U.S. 
Patent No. 4,656,524 to Norris etal discloses an elec- 
tronic copier with display system to enable the docu- 
ment, once scanned, to be viewed and edited, while 45 
U.S. Patent No. 4,655,577 to Ikuta discloses a photo- 
copier in which the original document, once recorded, 
can be read with or without editing prior to making 
copies. And U.S. Patent No. 4,588,282 to Levine dis- 
closes a copier with portable scanner, with means to 50 
visually display the document image, while US 
Patent No. 4,714,940 to Inoue et al discloses an 
image system with scanner to scan a document, store 
the scanned image in memory, and view the docu- 
ment on a display. 55 

The present invention provides a method of 
operating an electronic printer to make proof prints, 
the printer processing printing jobs in accordance with 



printing instructions, each of the printing jobs compris- 
ing one or more pages of hard copy document origi- 
nals, comprising the steps of: programming the printer 
with printing instructions for each printing job; scan- 
ning the document original pages that comprise each 
job and converting the pages to electronic pages; 
combining the electronic pages of each job with the 
printing instructions for the job to provide a job file for 
each of the jobs; storing the job files in memory pend- 
ing printing; for printing, forming a print queue with the 
jobs in a preset printing priority for successive acces- 
sing of the print files therefor when printing the jobs; 
for the proof prints, interrupting the job file succession 
in the print queue to insert the job file for the proof 
points in the job file succession for printing the proof 
prints at the earliest opportunity; the printer, on detect- 
ing the proof prints, interrupting the job currently being 
printed; reprogramming the printer with the printing 
instructions from the job file for the proof prints; using 
the job file, printing the proof prints to provide a proof 
print of the electronic pages of the proof prints; detect- 
ing the interrupted job file as printing of the proof prints 
is ending; reprogramming the printer with the printing 
instructions from the job file for the interrupted job; 
and resuming printing of the interrupted job. 

For a proof job, a method in accordance with the 
invention includes the step of placing copies of the 
electronic pages to be proofed in a proof job file 
together with programming instructions for the proof 
job. More specifically, for a proof job, a method in 
accordance with the invention includes the steps of 
programming printing instructions for the next job 
including instructions to make a proof print of said job; 

scanning the pages that comprise said next job 
to convert said pages to electronic pages; 

combining said electronic pages of said next 
job with the printing instructions for said next job to 
provide a job file for said next job; and 

continuing printing of the job currently being 
printed in said print queue until the job file for said next 
job is built up to a point sufficient to enable printing of 
said proof print for said next job to start. 

The present invention further provides a method 
of operating an electronic printer to make proof prints, 
said printer processing printing jobs in accordance 
with printing instructions, each of said printing jobs 
comprising one or more pages of hard copy document 
originals, comprising the steps of: 

programming said printer with printing instruc- 
tions for each printing job; 

scanning the document original pages that 
comprise each job and converting said pages to elec- 
tronic pages; 

combining said electronic pages of each job 
with the printing instructions for said job to provide a 
job file for each of said jobs; 

storing said job files in memory pending print- 
ing; 
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for printing, forming a print queue with said jobs 
in a preset printing priority for successive accessing 
of the print files therefor when printing said jobs; and 

making proof prints of one of said jobs by 

placing copies of the electronic pages to be 5 
proofed in a proof job file together with programming 
instructions from the job file of said one job; 

interrupting said job file succession in said print 
queue to insert said proof job file in said job file suc- 
cession for printing said proof prints at the earliest 10 
opportunity; 

said printer, on detecting said proof job file, 
interrupting the job currently being printed; 

reprogramming said printer with the printing 
instructions from said proof job file; 15 

printing said proof prints; 

detecting said interrupted job file as printing of 
said proof prints is ending; 

reprogramming said printer with the printing 
instructions from the job file for said interrupted job; 20 
and 

resuming printing of the interrupted job. 
In another aspect, the invention provides printing 
apparatus adapted to carry out a method as defined 
above. Thus, the present invention provides printing 25 
apparatus comprising a scanner for scanning the 
document pages of a job to be printed and for convert- 
ing the document images scanned into pixels; a 
printer for "making prints from the pixels in accordance 
with the job programming instructions; and control 30 
means operable to: 

(i) interrupt the scanning of a job, to enable the 
scanner to commence scanning of a proof job, 
while the printer continues printing of the job then 

in progress; 35 

(ii) interrupt the printing of the job then in prog- 
ress, to enable the printer to commence printing 
of the proof job, when scanning of the proof job 
has reached an appropriate stage; 

(iii) cause the scanner to resume scanning of the 40 
job that was interrupted, when scanning of the 
proof job has been completed, and 

(iv) cause the printer to resume printing of the job 
that was interrupted, when printing of the proof 

job has been completed. 45 
The control means of printing apparatus may be 
operable to 

(a) cycle down said printer in response to inter- 
rupting the job currently being printed; and 

(b) inhibit restarting of said printer where the cur- so 
rent operating mode of said printer is incompat- 
ible with the instructions for printing said proof 
prints. 

The control means of the printing apparatus may 
also be operable to 55 

(a) cycle down said printer in response to comple- 
tion of printing of said proof prints; and 

(b ) inhibit restarting of said printer where the cur- 



rent operating mode of said printer is incompat- 
ible with the printing instructions for resuming 
said interrupted job. 

When the printing apparatus is operable to print 
the said interrupted job in sets, the control means may 
be operable to interrupt printing of that job to start 
printing said proof job at the end of the set currently 
being printed. 

When the printing apparatus is operable to print 
the said interrupted job in blocks of N pages each, the 
control means may be operable to interrupt printing of 
that job to start printing said proof job at the end of the 
last page in the block of N pages being printed. 

By way of example only, a method and apparatus 
in accordance with the invention will be described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a view depicting an electronic printing 

system adapted to carry out proof printing. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram depicting the major 

elements of the printing system shown in Figure 

1; 

Figure 3 is a schematic view illustrating the prin- 
cipal mechanical components of the printing sys- 
tem shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a schematic view showing certain con- 
struction details of the document scanner for the 
printing system shown in Figure 1 ; 
Figures 5A, 5B, and 5C comprise a schematic 
block diagram showing the major parts of the con- 
trol section for the printing system shown in Fig- 
ure 1 

Figure 6 is a block diagram of the Operating Sys- 
tem, together with Printed Wiring Boards and 
shared line connections for the printing system 
shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 7 is a view depicting an exemplary job pro- 
gramming ticket and job scorecard displayed on 
the User Interface (Ul) touchscreen of the printing 
system shown in Figure 1 ; 
Figure 8 is a view depicting the job file and print 
queue; 

Figure 9 is a view of the User Interface touchsc- 
reen display depicting the job queue with typical 
files of in the system; 

Figure 10 is a view of the User Interface touchcs- 
reen display depicting the print queue with typical 
jobs to be printed; 

Figure 1 1 is a view of the User Interface touchsc- 
reen display depicting the PROOF selection icon; 
Figure 12 is a view depicting the print queue bef- 
ore and after insertion of a proof job in the queue, 
illustrating the manner in which the job currently 
being printed is interrupted by the proof job; 
Figure 13 is a view of the User Interface touchsc- 
reen display illustrating the manner in which a 
specific job in the job file is accessed for proofing; 
Figure 14 is a view of the User Interface touchsc- 
reen display illustrating the keyboard icon used to 
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select the pages of the job shown in Figure 1 3 to 
be proofed; and 

Figures 15A and 15B are a flow chart illustrating 
the proof printing process. 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, there is shown an 5 
exemplary laser based printing system 2 for proces- 
sing print jobs. Printing system 2 for purposes of exp- 
lanation is divided into a scanner section 6, controller 
section 7, and printer section 8. While a specific print- 
ing system is shown and described, a proof printing 10 
process in accordance with the present invention mat 
be used with other types of printing systems such as 
ink jet, ionographic, etc. 

Referring particularly to Figures 2-4, scannersec- 
tion 6 incorporating a transparent platen 20 on which 15 
the document 22 to be scanned is located. One or 
more linear arrays 24 are supported for reciprocating 
scanning movement below platen 20. Lens 26 and 
mirrors 28 t 29, 30 cooperate to focus array 24 on a line 
like segment of platen 20 and the document being 20 
scanned thereon. Array 24 provides image signals or 
pixels representative of the image scanned which 
after suitable processing by processor 25, are output 
to controller section 7. 

Processor 25 converts the analog image signals 25 
output by array 24 to digital and processes the image 
signals as required to enable system 2 to store and 
handle the image data in the form required to carry out 
the job programmed. Processor 25 also provides enh- 
ancements and changes to the image signals such as 30 
filtering, thresholding, screening, cropping, reduc- 
tion/enlarging, etc. Following any changes and adjust- 
ments in the job program, the document must be 
rescanned. 

Documents 22 to be scanned may be located on 35 
platen 20 for scanning by automatic document hand- 
ler (ADF) 35 operable in either a Recirculating Docu- 
ment Handling (RDH) mode or a Serni-Automatic 
Document Handling (SADH) mode. A manual mode 
including a Book mode and a Computer Forms 40 
Feeder (CFF) mode are also provided, the latter to 
accommodate documents in the form of computer fan- 
fold. For RDH mode operation, document handler 35 
has a document tray 37 in which documents 22 are 
arranged in stacks or batches. The documents 22 in 45 
tray 37 are. advanced by vacuum feed belt 40 and 
document feed rolls 41 and document feed belt 42 
onto platen 20 where the document is scanned by 
anray 24. Following scanning, the document is 
removed from platen 20 by belt 42 and returned to tray 50 
37 by document feed rolls 44. 

For operation in the SADH mode, a document 
entry slot 46 provides access to the document feed 
belt 42 between tray 37 and platen 20 through which 
individual documents may be inserted manually for 55 
transport to platen 20. Feed rolls 49 behind slot 46 
form a nip for engaging and feeding the document to 
feed belt 42 and onto platen 20. Following scanning, 



the document is removed from platen 20 and dis- 
charged into catch tray 48. 

For operation in the CFF mode, computer forms 
material is fed through slot 46 and advanced by feed 
rolls 49 to document feed belt 42 which in turn adv- 
ances a page of the fanfold material into position on 
platen 20. 

Referring to Figures 2 and 3, printer section 8 
comprises a laser type printer and for purposes of 
explanation is separated into a Raster Output Scan- 
ner (ROS) section 87, Print Module Section 95, Paper 
Supply sectbn 107, and Finisher 120. ROS 87 has a 
laser 90, the beam of which is split into two imaging 
beams 94. Each beam 94 is modulated in accordance 
with the content of an image signal input by acousto- 
optic modulator 92 to provide dual imaging beams 94. 
Beams 94 are scanned accross a moving photorecep- 
tor 98 of Print Module 95 by the mirrored facets of a 
rotating polygon 100 to expose two image lines on 
photoreceptor 98 with each scan and create the latent 
electrostatic images represented by the image signal 
input to modulator 92. Photo-receptor 98 is uniformly 
charged by corotrons 102 at a charging station prep- 
aratory to exposure by imaging beams 94. The latent 
electrostatic images are developed by developer 104 
and transferred at transfer station 1 06 to a print media 
108 delivered by Paper Supply section 107. Media 
108 as will appear may comprise any of a variety of 
sheet sizes, types, and colors. For transfer, the print 
media is brought forward in timed registration with the 
developed image on photoreceptor 98 from either a 
main paper tray 1 1 0 or from auxiliary paper trays 1 1 2, 
or 114. The developed image transferred to the print 
media 108 is permanently fixed or fused by f user 116 
and the resulting prints discharged to either output 
tray 118, or to finisher 120. Finisher 120 includes a 
stitcher 1 22 for stitching or stapling the prints together 
to form books and a thermal binder 1 24 for adhesively 
binding the prints into books. 

Referring to Figures 1, 2 and 5, controller section 
7 is, for explanation purposes, divided into an image 
input controller 50, User Interface (Ul) 52, system 
controller 54, main memory 56, image manipulation 
section 58, and image output controller 60. 

The scanned image data input from processor 25 
of scanner section 6 to controller section 7 is com- 
pressed by image compressor/ processor 51 of image 
input controller 50 on PWB 70-3. As the image data 
passes through compressor/processor 51, it is seg- 
mented into slices N scanlines wide, each slice hav- 
ing a slice pointer. The compressed image data 
together with slice pointers and any related image 
descriptors providing image specific information 
(such as height and width of the document in pixels, 
the compression method used, pointers to the com- 
pressed image data, and pointers to the image slice 
pointers) are placed in an image file. The image files, 
which represent different print jobs, are temporarily 
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stored in system memory 61 which comprises a Ran- 
dom Access Memory or RAM pending transfer to main 
memory 56 where the data is held pending use. 

As best seen in Figure 1, Ul 52 includes a com- 
bined operator controller/CRT display consisting of an 5 
interactive touchscreen 62, keyboard 64, and mouse 
66. Ul 52 interfaces the operator with printing system 
2, enabling the operator to program print jobs and 
other instructions, to obtain system operating infor- 
mation, instructions, programming information, diag- 10 
nostic information, etc. Items displayed on 
touchscreen 62 such as files and icons are actuated 
by either touching the displayed item on screen 62 
with a finger or by using mouse 66 to point cursor 67 
(shown in Figure 13) to the item selected and keying 15 
the mouse. 

Main memory 56 has plural hard disks 90-1 , 90-2, 
90-3 for storing machine Operating System software, 
machine operating data, and the scanned image data 
currently being processed. 20 

When the compressed image data in main mem- 
ory 56 requires further processing, or is required for 
display on touchsreen 62 of Ul 52, or is required by 
printer section 8, the data is accessed in main mem- 
ory 56. Where further processing other than that pro- 25 
vided by processor 25 is required, the data is 
transferred to image manipulation section 58 on PWB 
70-6 where the additional processing steps such as 
collation, make ready, decomposition, etc are carried 
out. Following processing, the data may be returned 30 
to main memory 56, sent to Ul 52 for display on 
touchscreen 62, or sent to image output controller 60. 

Image data output to image output controller 60 
is decompressed and readied for printing by image 
generating processors 86 of PWBs 70-7, 70-8 (seen 35 
in Figure 5A). Following this, the data is output by dis- 
patch processors 88, 89 on PWB 70-9 to printer sec- 
tion 8. Image data sent to printer section 8 for printing 
is normally purged from memory 56 to make room for 
new image data. *o 

Referring particularly to Figures 5A-5C, control 
section 7 includes a plurality of Printed Wiring Boards 
(PWBs) 70, PWBs 70 being coupled with one another 
and with System Memory 61 by a pair of memory 
buses 72, 74. Memory controller 76 couples System 45 
Memory 61 with buses 72, 74. PWBs 70 include sys- 
tem processor PWB 70-1 having plural system pro- 
cessors 78; low speed I/O processor PWB 70-2 
having Ul communication controller 80 for transmit- 
ting data to and from Ul 52; PWBs 70-3, 70-4, 70-5 -50 
having disk drive controller/processors 82 for trans- 
mitting data to and from disks 90-1, 90-2, 90-3 re- 
spectively of main memory 56 (image 
compressor/processor 51 for compressing the image 
data is on PWB 70-3); image manipulation PWB 70-6 55 
with image manipulation processors of image mani- 
pulation section 58; image generation processor 
PWBs 70-7, 70-8 with image generation processors 



86 for processing the image data for printing by printer 
section 8; dispatch processor PWB 70-9 having dis- 
patch processors 88, 89 for controlling transmission 
of data to and from printer section 8; and boot control- 
arbitration-scheduler PWB 70-10. 

Referring particularly to Figure 6, system control 
signals are distributed via a plurality of printed wiring 
boards (PWBs). These include EDN core PWB 130, 
Marking imaging core PWB 132, Paper Handling core 
PWB 134, and Finisher Binder core PWB 136 
together with various Input/Output (I/O) PWBs 138. A 
system bus 140 couples the core PWBs 130, !32, 
134, 136 with each other and with controller section 
7 while local buses 142 serve to couple the I/O PWBs 
138 with each other and with their associated core 
PWB. 

On machine power up, the Operating System 
software is loaded from memory 56 to EDN core PWB 
130 and from there to the remaining core PWBs 132, 
134, 136 via bus 140, each core PWB 130, 132, 134, 
1 36 having a boot ROM 147 for controlling download- 
ing of Operating System software to the PWB, fault 
detection, etc. Boot ROMs 147 also enable transmis- 
sion of Operating System software and control data to 
and from PWBs 130, 132, 134, 136 via bus 140 and 
control data to and from I/O PWBs 1 38 via local buses 
142. Additional ROM, RAM, and NVM memory types 
are resident at various locations within system 2. 

Items such as files and icons displayed on 
touchscreen 62 are described herein as being 
actuated or opened by selecting the item and either 
touching the displayed item on screen 62 or pointing 
curser 67 at the item and keying mouse 66. 

Referring to Figure 7, jobs are programmed in a 
Job Program mode in which there is displayed on 
touchscreen 62 a Job Ticket 150 and a Job Scorecard 
1 52 for the job being programmed. Job Ticket 1 50 dis- 
plays various job selections programmed, while Job 
Scorecard 152 displays the basic instructions to the 
system for printing the job. Various Job Ticket types 
are provided, with access by means of Job Types and 
Tickets icon 153. In the example shown in Figure 7, 
the Job Ticket for printing a standard job is displayed. 

Job Tickets 150 have three programming levels, 
referred to as "job Level", "Basic", and "Special 
each having a series of icons for accessing the vari- 
ous programming selections available at that level. 
Each programming level has a Scorecard 152 
associated with it so that on activation of a particular 
job level or of a specific icon, the appropriate 
Scorecard is displayed on touchscreen 62. 

Referring to Figures 8 and 9, the image files are 
arranged in a job file 1 55, with the jobs 156 numbered 
consecutively in the order in which the jobs are scan- 
ned in. Where the operator wishes to see the jobs cur- 
rently residing in job file 155, as for example, to select 
jobs to be moved to the print queue for printing, a JOB 
FILE icon 157 on touchscreen 62 is actuated. JOB 
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FILE icon 157 and a PRINTER QUEUE icon 167 
appear when the Job Ticket/Job Scorecard display of 
Figure 7 for example is closed. This displays a job 
queue 160 of the jobs 156 currently in the job file on 
screen 62, an example of which is shown in Figure 9. 5 
Each job is identified by a descriptor showing the type 
of job, job number, number of prints, etc. By using up 
and down scrolling icons 161, 162 t the operator can 
scroll the list of jobs where the number of jobs in the 
job file is too large to be simultaneously displayed on 10 
touchscreen 62. 

Referring also to Figure 10, to print a job 156, the 
job is moved into a print queue 165. PRINTER 
QUEUE icon 167 on touchscreen 62, when actuated, 
displays the current print queue with a list of the jobs 1 5 
in the queue on touchscreen 62, an example of which 
is shown in Figure 10. Each job in print queue 165 has 
a job descriptor identifying the job, job number, quan- 
tity to be printed, paper color, finishing type, etc. Print 
queue 165 is ordered by priority and time of arrival of 20 
the job in the print queue. 

Where it is desired to process a job 156 before 
printing as, for example, to edit a job, the job queue 
1 60 is displayed (if not already displayed on screen 
62) and the particular job identified. The parts of the 25 
image file required for the processing selected are 
accessed, the image data de-compressed and con- 
verted to the resolution required for display on screen 
62. When processing is completed, the image data is 
compressed and returned to main memory 56. 30 

A job 156 in print queue 165 may be removed 
from queue 165 anytime before printing has comm- 
enced and returned to the job file 155. Inthatcase, the 
image file removed loses its position in the print 
queue. 35 

For printing a job, the image file having compres- 
sed image data, image slice pointers, and descriptors 
of the job is read from disks 90-1, 90-2, 90-3 of main 
memory 56 into system memory 61. The image data 
is formatted and processed in blocks called bands. 40 
Band descriptors, which provide descriptions of the 
objects within a page, base addresses for all of the 
csanlines in the band, the start addresses for each 
band, and the starting position for each page, are 
created. 45 

Using the image descriptors, band descriptors, 
and image slice pointers, packets of information, 
referred to as image parameter blocks containing all 
the information needed for the image generation pro- 
cessors 86 (seen in Figure 5A) to retrieve the image 50 
data for processing and printing, are created. Proces- 
sors 86 include a decoder, depredictor, and image 
generating logic to in effect de-compress the image 
data and provide the binary image data used by 
printer section 8 to make prints. 55 

Following printing, the image file for the job is nor- 
mally purged from memory 56 to make room for new 
job. 



Referring to Figures 15A and 15B, where the 
operator desires to make a proof of one or more pages 
of a job, or of the entire job, the proof function is selec- 
ted. Proof may be run before the job is scanned in, 
after the job is in the job file, or when the job is in the 
print queue. Typical uses of proof are to view a job bef- 
ore it is run, or during or after editing. This allows the 
operator to obtain a print of the job or of the edited 
page or pages prior to printing. 

Referring also to Figure 11, where the operator 
desires to proof a job before the job is run, the 
operator, when programming the job, selects proof by 
touching the PROOF icon 169 on touchscreen 62. 
PROOF icon 169 may be displayed on screen 62 by 
actuation of DESTINATION icon 171 (seen also in 
Figure 7) on Job Scorecard 152. Actuation of PROOF 
icon 169 enables the document pages that comprise 
the job to proofed to be promptly scanned by ADH 35, 
and the document images converted to image signals. 

Where the proof job has a relatively large number 
of pages, scanning is normally done by operating 
ADH 35 in the RDH mode. For operation in this mode, 
the documents 22 'that comprise the proof job are 
loaded into document tray 37, ADH 35 actuated, and 
the documents scanned by array 24. Where the proof 
job is only a limited number of pages or consists of 
documents of odd sizes, the SADH mode may be 
used with the documents inserted one by one man- 
ually through slot 46 for scanning. Alternately, the 
manual mode may be used. Where the documents 
comprise a book, book mode scanning is used or in 
the case of fanfold documents, OFF mode is used. 

An image file is created for the proof job in the 
usual manner and stored in main memory 56 pending 
use as described. To make proof prints, a copy of the 
image file is used since it is normally unknown at that 
time if the job will be saved and run or discarded. 

Referring particularly to Figures 12 and 15A and 
B, when scanning of the proof job is sufficient to 
enable printing to begin, the proof job is inserted into 
the succession of jobs in print queue 165 for printing 
at the earliest possible moment. For this, the proof job 
is entered into the print queue not only ahead of any 
other job waiting to be printed (except in the case of 
another proof job as described hereinafter), but also 
into the image file of the job being printed at the ear- 
liest logical point at which printing can be stopped to 
commence printing the proof job. For example, where 
the job being printed is programmed for sets (i.e., 1-n, 
1-n, 1-n, etc.), the job is interrupted at the end of the 
set in process and the image file for the proof job 
inserted. Where the job being printed is uncollated 
(i.e., n copies of page 1, n copies of page 2, etc.), the 
image file is interrupted at the last print of the page 
being printed and the image file for the print job inser- 
ted. 

On detection of the first instructions in the image 
file for the proof job, printer section 8 is cycled down, 
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interrupting the job currently being printed. The prog- 
ramming instructions for the proof job are loaded in 
and printer section 8 restarted. Using the image file for 
the proof job in main memory 56, the proof job is prin- 
ted in accordance with the programming instructions 
for the job. 

Where the program for the proof job requires a 
function that the printer is currently unable to perform 
(i.e., a different type of paper than is currently loaded 
in the paper trays), the system assumes a NOT 
READY state and printing of the proof job is inhibited. 
A message is displayed on touchscreen 62 informing 
the operator of the problem. The system will remain 
in the NOT READY state until either the deficiency is 
corrected or the proof job request canceled. In the 
event that the request for a proof job is canceled, the 
system reverts back to the job previously being pro- 
cessed. 

As printing of the last page in the proof job is being 
completed, the image file for the uncompleted job that 
'was interrupted is detected and printer section 8 
cycles down to close the proof job and start resump- 
tion of the interrupted job at the point where the job 
ways interrupted. Where changes in the system made 
to accommodate the proof job result in an inability of 
the system to now resume the interrupted job, the sys- 
tem assumes a NOT READY state, and further print- 
ing is prevented until the problem is rectified. 

In cases where the job currently being printed is 
itself a proof job, interrupting of the job is not allowed. 
In that situation, the new proof job will be placed in 
print queue 165 after the proof job. Similarly, where 
several proof jobs are in print queue 165, the new 
proof job is placed in the queue at the end of the last 
proof job. 

Where proof of some of the pages of a job rather 
than the entire job is desired, the basic procedure des- 
cribed above is followed. Here however, the page in 
the job to be proofed must be identified or singled out. 
Where the job has not been scanned in, the pages to 
be proofed may be manually separated and scanned 
independently of the job by scanner section 6. The 
image file that is created for the proof pages is inser- 
ted into print queue 165 at the earliest logical point 
and ahead of any other jobs currently in the print 
queue (except in the case of a previous proof job) as 
described. 

Referring to Figures 1 3-1 5A and B, where the job 
having pages to be proofed is already in the job file 
155, the job queue 160 is displayed on touchscreen 
62 in the manner described above (in the exemplary 
showing of Figure 13, print queue 165 is also dis- 
played). The job 156'(i.e., "Standard job 111 "-shown 
also in Figure 9) having the page or pages to be 
proofed is highlighted by touching the particular job on 
touchscreen 62 or by using mouse 66 to point cursor 
67 to the particular job and keying mouse 66. This dis- 
plays a selection file 190 for the job number high- 



lighted. Included in the selections provided by file 190 
is PROOF 192. Actuating PROOF 192 displays a 
page selector icon 194 having a representation of a 
keyboard 195. By using the individual keys of 

5 keyboard 195, the page or pages of the job to be 
proofed are programmed in and stored. Following 
identification of the page or pages to be proofed, 
CLOSE icon 197 may be selected to close page 
selector icon 194 and in effect lock in the page selec- 

10 tions made. Where no other selections are required, 
PROOF icon 169 is actuated to start the proof cycle. 
Where other programming selections are desired, 
CLOSE selection icon 198 on the job ticket (shown in 
Figure 14) is actuated to return to the selection file 190 

15 shown in Figure 13 When all programming selections 
are completed, CLOSE selection 198 is actuated to 
close selection file 1 90 and PROOF icon 1 69 actuated 
in the manner described to implement printing of the 
proof copy. 

20 The job currently being printed (except in the case 
of another proof job) is interrupted and the proof job 
having the page or. pages identified for proofing is 
inserted into print queue 165. As described heretof- 
ore, the proof job is inserted ir queue 1 65 ahead of the 

25 remainder of the interrupted job and before the other 
jobs in the print queue (except in the case where the 
job in process and the jobs waiting in the print queue 
are themselves proof jobs). Following printing of the 
last proof page to be proofed, the interrupted job is 

30 resumed. 

Where it is desired to print a proof copy of a job 
already in print queue 1 65, the job is moved to job file 
155. For this, the particular job in print queue 165 is 
highlighted, displaying selection file 1 90. By actuating 

35 MOVE 194, the job is moved back to job file 155 fol- 
lowing which printing of a proof copy of the entire job 
or of selected pages of the job is implemented as des- 
cribed. Following printing of the proof copy, the job 
may be move back to print queue 165 by actuation of 

40 MOVE 194. In this case however, the job is returned 
to print queue 1 65 at the end of the queue, the job hav- 
ing lost its position in print queue 165 by virtue of 
being moved out of the queue to make the proof copy. 
In systems where proof can be selected while 

45 scanner section 6 is currently scanning in another job, 
scanning is interrupted at the first logical point to allow 
scanning of the proof job to commence as promptly as 
possible. Normally, interruption in the scanning cycle 
for this purpose is allowed only when scanning of the 

so page currently being scanned is completed. Printing 
of the job in progress continues until scanning of the 
proof job is completed or at least sufficient to enable 
printing of the proof job to commence. At that point, 
the job being printed is interrupted and the proof job 

55 inserted into the print queue as described. When 
scanning of the last page in the proof job is completed, 
scanner section 6 resumes scanning of the interrup- 
ted job at the point where scanning was interrupted. 
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Claims 

1. A method of making proof prints using an elec- 
tronic printer, comprising the steps of: 

(a) temporarily interrupting scanning of the job 
currently being scanned to commence scan- 
ning of a proof job; 

(b) while performing step (a), continuing print- 
ing of the job then in process; 

(c) when scanning of said proof job is com- 
pleted or at least sufficient to enable printing 
of said proof job to be started, interrupting 
printing of the job then in process to start print- 
ing said proof job; 

(d) resuming scanning of the job that was 
interrupted when scanning of said proof job is 
completed; and 

(e) resuming printing of the job that was inter- 
rupted when printing of said proof job is com- 
pleted. 



2. 



4. 



A method according to claim 1 , further comprising 
the steps of: 

a) providing a job file with processing instruc- 
tions for each job; 

b) arranging said job files for said jobs in an 
ordered queue for printing; 

c) printing said jobs in the order in which said 
job files are arranged in said queue; and 

d) providing a job file with processing instruc- 
tions for the proof job including instructions to 
make a proof print of said proof job. 

A .method according to claim 2, including the 
steps of: 

arranging the processing instructions in 
said job files with page boundaries between print- 
ing instructions for each page; and 

placing the job file for proof job in said 
queue ahead of the next page to be printed. 

A method of making proof prints using an elec- 
tronic printer which processes printing jobs in 
accordance with printing instructions, each of 
said printing jobs comprising one or more pages 
of hard copy document originals, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) programming said printer with printing 
instructions for each printing job; 

b) scanning the document original pages that 
comprise each job and converting said pages 
to electronic pages; 

c) combining said electronic pages of each job 
with the printing instructions for said job to pro- 
vide a job file for each of said jobs; 

d) storing said job files in memory pending 
printing; 

e) for printing, forming a print queue with said 
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jobs in a preset printing priority for successive 
accessing of the print files therefor when print- 
ing said jobs; 

0 for said proof prints, interrupting said job file 
succession in said print queue to insert the job 
file for said proof prints in said job file succes- 
sion for printing said proof prints at the earliest 
opportunity; 

g) said printer, on detecting the job file for said 
proof prints, interrupting the job currently 
being printed; 

h) reprogramming said printer with the printing 
instructions from the job file for said proof 
prints; 

i) printing said proof prints; 

j) detecting said interrupted job file as printing 
of said proof prints is ending; 
k) reprogramming said printer with the printing 
instructions from the job file for said interrup- 
ted job; and 

I) resuming printing of the interrupted job. 

5. A method according to claim 4, including the 
steps of: 

a) programming proof printing instructions for 
said proof prints, said printing instructions for 
said proof prints including an instruction to 
make said proof prints; 

b) scanning the pages that comprise said 
proof prints to convert said pages to electronic 
pages; 

c) combining said electronic pages of said 
proof prints with the printing instructions for 
said proof prints to provide a job file for said 
proof prints; and 

d) continuing printing of the job currently being 
printed in said print queueuntil the job file for 
said proof prints is built up to a point sufficient 
to enable printing of said proof prints to start. 

6. A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims, including the step of: 

a) cycling down said printer in response to 
interrupting the job currently being printed; 
and 

b) inhibiting restarting of said printer where the 
current operating mode of said printer is 
incompatible with printing said proof prints. 
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A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims, including the step of: 

a) cycling down said printer in response to 
completion of printing of said proof prints; and 

b) inhibiting restarting of said printer where the 
current operating mode of said printer is 
incompatible with resuming said interrupted 
job. 
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8. A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims, including the step of: programming 
instructions to proof selected pages in a print job. 

9. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 8, 5 
including the steps of: 

a) printing said interrupted job in sets; and 

b) interrupting printing of that job to start print- 
ing said proof job at the end of the set currently - 
being printed. 10 

10. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 8, 
including the steps of: 

a) printing said interrupted job in blocks of N 
pages each; and 15 

b) interrupting printing of that job to start print- 
ing said proof job at the end of the last page 
in the block of N pages being printed. 

11. Printing apparatus comprising a scanner for 20 
scanning the document pages of a job to be prin- 
ted and for converting the document images 
scanned into pixels; a printer for making prints 
from the pixels in accordance with job program- 
ming instructions; and control means operable to: 25 

(i) interrupt the printing of the job, to enable the 
scanner to commence scanning of a proofjob, 
while the printer continues printing of the job 
then in progress; — 

(ii) interrupt the printing of the job then in pro- 30 
gress, to enable the printer to commence 
printing of the proof job, when scanning of the 
proof job has reached an appropriate stage; 

(iii) cause the scanner to resume scanning of 

the job that was interrupted, when scanning of 35 
the proofjob has been completed, and 

(iv) cause the printer to resume printing of the 
job that was interrupted, when printing of the 
proofjob has been completed. 

40 
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